wonderful northern regions, but to enlist thelr sym-

pathies in aid of & gallant band of men, who have

tor #ix years been hidden there from the reat

mavkind. Tho lecturer then gave s goographiocal
degeription of the Arctio Ocean, which was, he said,
previous to 1516, o great blank in the chart of the
world, but which has since been surveyod and de-
lineated. He also discussed the practical utility of
the explorations which had been made, and their
resulte in determining the exact ehape of our planet,

sud adding to sstronomical information. Ia 1319

Sir John Ioss had navigated Baffia’s Bay; Captain

Pa made other discoveries in the subsequent

{‘eu; and others alss followed. In 1845 Great

ritain determined to rencw theso expeditions.

‘I'he ships Erebus and Terror were fittod out for that

yurpose, and Sir John Franklin was seleated to com-

wand them. The sympathy felt for his fate is not
confined to his own couatry, but extends to the
whole universe. He adverted to tho sufferings and
labors of bimeeif and bis gallant band in their pre-
vicus expedition; but they had overcome all diffi.
cultiea, and returned trinmphant. Tp the great
so“u of endurance which Sir John IFranklin had
isplayed, he united noble and benevolent traits of
eharacter. He ia known this day, to the Indians
of Nerth America, as * the great chiet who would
rob kill & mogquito.” In May, 1845, this new
expedition had departed to that place, from whence
they had not yet roturned. They wero last

" seen in buffin's BHay. The ioe of that region
is koown as the pack ice. Sometimes this
is ouo mags of consolidation, at others the
ice o broken up into fragments of all sizes.
Th¥ ico was the seat of I'ranklin's first imprison-

* ment, and the American expedition remained in it
for two seasons, When the year 1550 arrived this
gallant band had been away five yoars. The whole
civilized world bed manifested its anxiety about
their fate. An appeal te our own country was
made by the nobie Lady Franklin, and you all
koow how this appeal was rosponded to by ono of
our lellow-citinens. The expedition fitted out by
him left New York on the 23d of May, 1850; onthe
Tthef July, they were fairly within the wators of
Lancaster Sound. Aftor three months ef arduous
duties, they found themselves opposita Wellington

. Channel, when thoy mads the groat dissoveryof the

expedition—namely, the graves of some of Sir John
Fravklin's party on Beaohy lsland, marked by their
simple headstones. Here, where everythiog spoke
«f dekolation, 1hi.'g were made to feel by the record
of death, the life that had gone before them. Near
\te grave of one—a lad named Dorington—was
¥at of the skeleton of a fox: quite near wore the
tinders of the blackemith’s shop, and o great num-
ber of empty meab casos, hermetically sealed, and
for miles round they fousd the traces of hu-
manity ; and it was evident that in tho bay
before them, new called Frouklin's Bay, had
reniured that gallant commander and his
bst cruire; bat thero was n» indication of
= low they had left, or whither they had gone. There
ould be little deabt, however, that Irankiin had
moceeded to the North, ag the Hogiish searchers
wove he had not gone to the West. Mysterious ag
ad been hiy dopurture, Providence had ordained
bat they should follow in his footateps. Their ves-
els were soon éurrcusded by the fse, which faaten-
d close around them, acd they wera rapidly drift
3g to the North, The thermometer fell far below
Br0; ice formed ontheir bedding: soup froze on the
eblo They dritced to latitnda 75 65, when
bey saw a high mountaia land, which was named
lenry Grinrell Thoy were carried slong as
Euks. without beirg able to leave any markba-
d them; and they thought how probable it wus
bat the treacberous ice had, in like manacar, elosad

1 on Sir Jobn Franklin, and that the wind had

rought himn on still further. It is now the sixth

rinter sluce he Jw'.-'sa.l beyond the recordsd frontior
fthe world. bat has been his futs ! Can he
ave eurvived T This is the only question which it
ceame him to disenss beforo & community thab
wy eontribute to his probable resiue. Thae casual-
8 uttending Arotio investigatioss, thouzh fre-
uently disastious, are not generally attended with
n8 of life. The icemasses almost alway: give no-
iee of their approach, and not unfrequently affurd
ridges for escape. In the gale of 1532, inwaich so
1any versels wore wrecked, out of & thousand man,
rho were east upon the iee, enly scven lost their
|vee; and he considered that it was hardly probable
bat both the Erebus and Terror were simul-
sooously destroyed. Lancaster and Woellington
punda were crowdad with life, which form the food

f the Esquimaux, so that a ecast off party might

wocure and lay up materials for sustenavce, if they

ind only saved & harpoon or & knife; but with pow-
ler and shot they could huve an unceasing supply
if food from the epimal migrations Hs would

'ather take his chamses of life in the polar zone

han in the sentre of civilized Earope; bub it will

‘#aid he) be asked, ean Europeans resist the effacts

o the elimate? In reply, he wounld only say that

Earopeans have so lived In tho island of Spitzver-

0, pariies of Russian fur huaters so live. o had
glmu:l‘ seen a Dane there wao had lived sixty oas
of eighty yenrs without ever losing sight of snow; but

be might aleo refer to Sir John Koss, who was im-

risoned in the ico for four years, and yet had lost
gnt. oope man. He, the lecturer, was of opiaien
that the search fur Sir John Franzlin was not
amorg the projects which coald be exposed as use-
less by any sound argument; but hefali the proba-
bility of his ships havicg been bemmed in by the ice
a8 theirswero, nud drifting on down vo the north in

Wellington Channel  They had besn approachiog

& region unknown to voyagers, from which mo mis-

give could be eent to tell of them, and oat of which

they could not, unaided, escaps. But happily for
them, it was otherwise ordered. Winds from the
north set in, and they d:ifted to the south, and soon
egain they came within sight of the isthmua of the
graves To a question from one of the audienca,
the leeturer stated that the mean wideh of this isth-
mus wos thirty miles. It then becama evident to
them that they were leaving behind thom tho ra-
gions where only it was probable that their search
could be of any avail. On the first of December
they had pasecd Lascaster Spund. [t was then |
that, in expectation of immediate destruciion, an |
organization was entercd into by the commander |
and efficera. Sledges were cougtrusted, and al
reparations made to meet the worst that might ba-

F.umm. The Res:ue was ebandonsd, and the

otber vessol, the Advance, received all hande, De

Kano gave an intoresting deseription of their con-

dition at this eritical pericd. Take, saild he, an

unbroken arews utice, aad imagice Lwo lictle vessels
enclosed in it. From one of these vesels hangs out,
®t noon and midaight, a lantern, and men are har-
neseed into sleighs, and preparing themselves to en-
cvunter the davger? sud fatigues (o whioh shey may
goon be expoged. The ity in whish they wore ene
elosed was fize feot in thickness, sometimes ten,
and vearly resembling ginss. Wiater had crept
pon them, and with winter, night. Theie koap-
ks never deserted them, and their India zubber
hoat bad ofiea been launched, in expectation of the
potastrophe. [t pained him to recall this perind,
oy were rapidiy, sll this time, approacniag Bak
fir.'s Bay, of which regionthey kaow very littie; but
i James Roes had alluded to it &y a laod brisiling
ith iceberge, and oat of whioh it wae almoss im pos-
sible for a veseel to eseape At length theizebroks,
fand large black rivers floated through it; the thor-
mometer wae forty degrees below zero. Uag night
hey were ell suddenly called wp; they owme on
deck, and eaw® a whito colossal wmass which was
moving right down on their brig, accompnuicd by
he foloun orchestra of the lee volees COa came
ho crest, (rom which they could see thasolid blocks

{ ice masonry tambling. Now to the ehipcame a

{bratory trembling—:he golossal mast  bears

flown upon them—is vithin twelve yards of thom—

how within six yards, aod cow withia oix {cet
bt them  Suddenly ite motion cences, and it re
paivs towering over them. They expayted it to
bear on them during the n-‘.?!\:., bub it woved
ho farther, but etood thers for five mo

monnment of God's maroy and mau's helplesines

. Kane then siated his conviction that Sie dean

‘ranklin wod his party bad beon carried by t32 oo

nto the Polar sea, where they remained hommed

o, and acked how they werg to be resoyed ! He-

ween the northern polnt which the Amering oxp-

tiun bad reached, aod thasat which Frankin's
ariy is, periaps net mora than theee or foar hun.
red miles intervene  Shall it bo thal four huadrod
pilen, perhaps lees, defled the efforts of all ho-
panity ! Why ean we nob treverse it and prag

Mo ice? We can do 5o; bub o must Sist mired

ur oWn energies, and lesd to emp vassels

sa whore nature has decinzed againes all flut
psols aro of no avall, A depot mush be et

(€A

la &

Fehed, and a vosnel placed in & sesure harbor, wich
mpylies of foed clothing, and ail the appurtenanadss

o flonting homo; and then the country arouid
pust bo sooursd by laad pacties, travelling with
ledgo, tent, and Indin rubber boat, Such A plan
purfoctly practioable. The Eaglishhave alecady
avelled thus five, six, ani goven huudrsd miles by
po ; and it is probable that, haneelorth, all Aretic
sarchod will be condueted om foot, vessols being
mply usad as p moans of transport. Tae crusade
not yet ended, Tlose who have gone beforeliave
iled, but they have ouly left the prize for othors
o win, and the ory of resoue rings out from the
cart of huwmanity, Two years sgo, the flsld of
a:ch was an ice-olad ccenu—vague, inhospitable,
acklees. Now itis a nuriow sea, instines wish Life,
1d warked by the trases of the missing men. Wao
wio ieen their footsteps in the snow; and is it now
bt wo ought to tarn back ! Have wo no duty Lo
Crform In this metter 1—we, the pooplo of & evrintry
pch, but for the exploration of such a man as
pgr lin, wonld bave remained o 1rn.ukl_u§s slank
b (ho ehiarts of the ooean, We have sprinkled the
sortd of Mexico with offerings of our own hioo l\. to
in rome tincellod wreath of barren glory. We
n shiver, asd sink, and die, smong the goiien
haaneles of the Saccamento; bat fer thas gold
ich uto esnnct impalr, nor death datash—-ibio
emury of goud decds —that olvio srown ins
th the vords, ** Procive sorvito=have we no 2 a
tion, and no effielonay, ia reserve for thar t Lie
*lision, ann
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Spiritual Manife tations,
LECTURE IN BROOKLYN, HY DR. SCOTT—EXTRAORD!-
NANY MISTORY OF THK PEREGRINATIONS OF THE
FPIRITS OF TWELVE APOSTLES OF TIHE NEW 18M.
On Tuesday evening, Dr. Soott gave a lecture on
“ Spiritaal Manifestations,” at Moatague Hall,
Brovklyn. He was accompanied on the stand by
the Rev. Mr. Harris, pastor of the Seventh Day
Baptist Chureh, in Elevouth street, Now York.
Both gentlemen presented a cadaverous, uncarthly,
wild appearance, prodused, no doubt, by the infla-
ence of the spirite. The lecturer seemed the more
visionary of the two. He is tall, pale and gaunt,
with remarkably heavy, dark brows projeoting over
sunken eyes, and a peculiar sepulchral voise—all
which are esloulated to strongthon the idea of his
being a person acomstomed to communications
with the other world, either above or below.
He said he did not come before them to address
them on any subjest that would flatter their vanity,
but on one of tho greatest momant. It was cither
tho greatest deception in the world, or it was oon-
neoted wich man's highost interests, both here aad
hereafter, though scorned and sneered at by the
world. When wo first heard of the spirit rappings
nono was more ineredulous than himeelf ; and had
nn[y. persen then teld bim that ho weuld stand up
thig evening to advooate the oause, he would have
either regarded him as a madman, or would have
euspected himeelf of insanity. Howaver, he was
converted tothe faith, and was invited by a number
of pertonsin New York to preach the gospel, and
they undertook to pay the experscs. At tha! time
soveral clergymen editors were enzaged in it,
Last summer, the**mediums™ came to Now York,
and many betieved that these wero epirite that gave
manifestations, but he did not. Daring the
rappings, not one question was ever answered
to him, from men or gaints, devils or angels.
There woro several olergymen in Now York, who
espenecd the cause of the rappings; but be was still
opposed to it. A% length, s friond, from Patnam
county, wroto him a letter, and this was the begin-
ning of his history in conpection with the rappings.
The gentleman in question wrote to him to say
that, in New York, he (Ur. Scott) eoald get no
answer to his questions from the spirits, but if ne
came to Putnam county he would get answers.
This astoniched him very mueh, for hiafricnd in
Putpam county was not aware that he had been
seeking any answers from the epirits, and there was
no way in which he could know it but by the com-
munication of the gpirite themselves, Ha (De. = )
went to Patzram county; but when there, tho spiris
said to him, through a little bey, that he musc go
to Auburn, where hie mother would convarss with
him, He was still incredulous, for he could get no
apswers, excopt that his mother would lalk to
him at Auburn; but he &aid to the apirit, how
ean I believe you? Why do you send me to
Auburn ! The spirit replied that thera was & bet-
ter medivm thero. He went to Auburn, and the
#pirit told him his mother would meet him at nine
o'clogk, and tell him everything. Ho went to the
rappers at the apsoinhd hour. “Ho took every pra-
cantion against decoption. The roem was locked,
and no carpet was on the floor. The maidonname
of his mether was distinetly spelled out to"hiwm,
and there was no person thero could know her
pame, nor that he resided in Brooklyn The rap:
pivgs then prooceded, apd gave a history of his
childhood, aud detailed all the cirsamstances of his
mother’s death ; he was at that time twelve years
old. The epirit of his mother asked him, * Do
you remember that when dying I took the Bible
and put it te your heart, and entreated you tolova,
and study, axd obey it!” He recollected the oir-
cumatance well, and was deeply affected; but still
he waa resolved not to be canght, and thought
there might be some delusion or humbug. He
called up other relatives ; they came, and told him
all about his private affairs, which none knew but
himself. Then, indeed, he koew the apirits
were there, and he was informed further that
he was sought after by Ged to make these revela-
ticns to bim, beeause Christ was about to appear
on earth, and these signs and wonders ware to pre-
pere men for hiscomivg. He wag, therefore, ohosen
to advoeate the cause. The rappings commenced
louder and louder, and told him many things which
were wonderful, and explained to him the philoso-
ply of the thing; but he had not time at present to
explain to the audience. He immediately beoame
8 medium himeelf, and felt that ke counld do almost
everything through the epirits. For inztance,
tbere was a table in the room, and whenever he
atked the epirits to hold it down, all the persons in
the room cuuld not raiee it, and when he asked the
Epirits to permit it to be raised, a ohild eould lift
it. In faot, the table was weighed, and was found
to be light enough for any perion to raiss it.
He concinded this must be psyohology. There
wero fiftceen persons present who could bear
tectimory to thie, and all of whom had
tried it. It wans then asked the spiriis if
lhes' would permit the little boy who was the
mediam togo outside the houss. The spirita as
sented, the boy went out, but tho result was the
same. It had been hiasted that it might bas by
machirery, magnpetism, or some ocollusion or
other ; yet when the boy was away the effeot was
the rame, and the table was in the heuse of ua-
believors. In these interviews theaspirita always
impreescd him with the pecessity of boldly defend-
ing the gospel, and coming out more thoroughly
from the world. The spirita told him that he was
not a8 yet altogether a believer. He stiil had eome
hesitation, but his brother beside him hera (llev.
Mr. Harris) aud be engaged togather ina thorough
investigativn, both determined to save the other
from any fraud or collusion, and afier a long trial
and numnerous experiments, they came to the con-
clusion ihat their movements were all from the
!f.irit of od. They had communication with Si.
Paul, who told them that a change was about totake
place inthe world; that war and carzage would ocnse;
;hat the whole creation would enjoy repose, an
he was exhorted to go forth and preach. He (Dr,
&.) told the spirit that he feared tha world would
scufl ot him, that his friends would all forsake him,
and that all his earthly interests would be blighted.
The rappings then replied, that if ho believed this
wie o philosophy fiomn higher sphere to exalt man
from his present condition, why should he eire
about these temporary ma'ters ! Ha felt satisfied,
aud then he got farther manifestations. He made
up hie mind for the werk, boxed up his goods, has-
tled them together, and he was like a mad man
with exoitement, The spirit exhorted him to go to
Syracuse, and ke was gent from thenze to Aabura,
whete tho epirit acked him to invite his brother
(Rev. Me. Harrit), e wrote him & latrer, but
ttrapge to say, the epirit communicated t2 his bro-
ther the iuvitation, and be set vut without waitin
for the lettor, and actually paszed it on the read.
Luring the winter, the afi. ts would tell bim all
that Mr Harrie was doing, and would toll Me.
Harris all that he (Dr. Scott) was doing. They

| both kept notes in memorandam books, and never

found & sipgle mistake on either side. They printed
in Auburn these rovelations under tho title of “Dis.
closures of the Spirits,” in sixtesn numbers. Bal
bis heart still yearned for Prooklyn, his own place,
aud be weuld now toll them how he got back. The
eplrits Lold bim that ha must now go to the meun-
tains where God wosld come nearer to him, and
where the inlluence of external magnetism weuld
pat operate to counteract theinfluence of the spirita.
There were twelve of them in sll who went on this
pllgrimage, and ooe iittle child, They were ficat
directed to go to Celumbus, in Ohlo, and from
therce the rappings sent them to Clincinnati.
When they arrived there & man told thom they
could not go up the river ; bat the spirita told
them the coutrary, snd the spirite were right.
They followed them like children eoverywhere;
and it people only kuow what they were
about a8 they wenl wiong, bow ridioulous they
would bavo apjesrod. (Suppressed laughter ) The
company did not fafl in faith; bus failed in courage
ind Bonith, acd they were talsing of retarniog

ULe spiritg, bowever, engouraged thom to go on,
ard they did go on uutil thoy dams to a mountain,
where they balted. The spirite agan told them to
g0 on, And they wen! thirty miles further. They
again stopped; but the epiril rapped on the earriage
and toid Mrg Beott they eould not gav board thore

(Ureat laughter ) They passed on to the nex:
faim, when tho apirits aguin rapped, and told them
to purchase the farm on whica I.h:.*v stood, aad
that the ownor wanted to sell it., "T'hofass was so.
Mr. Bond, the postmaster at Mountain Gove, tsme
to them ard offéred the farm for snle. He said Le
koew they were Vankees, from the kast,
and wanted & bargain.  (Mush laughter.)
Thoy beught the farm.  He romained there daring
the winter, and had many interviows with the spiriie
They told him ke must go back to New Yoik. Ho
did, and Lere be 5. In this nairative, he had not
told anyibicg that others were notready te prove.
Theee rappings eonvineed him that they spoke as
the spirit digtated. Whon be broached the doctring
firat in Auburn, he thought he had o large audicncs

| in twelve persons ; and then & man told him, il he

had the pswer, he would iwprison him for life, s0 48
to prevent him dolng mischief among the ocom-
munity. Whenhe leit Aubarn, he hed an nn-]:.ume
of from EOO to 100D,  Yhere was one remarkable
faot conpeetod with these sappings, which was tald,
that every perron who investigated them was: con
viceed in the end These revelations uafolded the
groad truths of man's being, and opened up n glo-
rious futnes to his viow., ‘Thio was the hisory of
Lis oonneotion with the rappings, which he rolated
o\ the requert of hle friends. 1o morrow evening,
perhaps, ko would expiuin the philosuphy ol tie
1Appings

vanoed shat Re woull, 08 |

There belog no chargs for admission, tha plate
wis then put about, aud acollection taken up, 10
detiny the exponees of the room.

Firg AT WiLntaserows Oontgog. <Tha (3 ym-
fsium poeoted with the College a8 Willlwmasown,
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AMERICAN LITERATURE.

THE DISCOURSE OF MR, BRYANT

ON THE

LIFE AND GENIUS

or

JAMES FENIMORE COOPER.

Y P

Delivered Last Night at Metropolitan Mall,
¥ -ulml Ml. ;

It in mow ecmewhat more than a year sinoe thefriends
of Jomea Fenlmore Cocper, in this elty, were planning
to give s public dinmer in his honor. It was intended s
an expresrion both of the regard they bore him person-
ully, und of the pride they took In the glory his writ,
ings bad reflected on the Amerioan name, We thought
of what we rhould say in his heariog; in what terms
worthy of him acd of us we should speak of the esteom
in which we beld him, and of the intercst we felt in n
fame which had already penetrated to the remotest nook
of the earth inbabited by eivillzed man,

To day we arecmble for a radder purpose; te pay tothe
dend some part of the honers then inténded for the liv.
ing, We bring our offering, but he is not here who
rbould receive it; im his stead are vacanoy and eflence—
there is no eye to brighten at our words, and no voloeto
answer, It is an empty office that we perform,” said
Virgil, in his melodicus verres, when commemorating the
virtues of the young Marcellus, and btidding flowers be
strewn, with full hands, over his early grave. We might
apply the expression to the present vecarion; but it would
Le trua in part only, We can no longer do anything for
him who ia departed; but we may do what will not bs
withount frult to those who remaln. 1t Is good to oesupy
our thoughts with the example of great talents in con-
Junetion witk great virtuss. Hisgenius hua passed away
with bim, but we may learn, from the history of hla life,
to empley the facultiea we poreess with usetul sotivity
and noble alme; we may copy his mageanimous frank-
ners. his diedain of everything which weara the faintest
eemblance of deceit, his refusal to comply with curzent
abuses, snd the courage with which, on all ecoasions, he
esrerted what he deemed truth, and combatted what he
thought error.

The circumstances of Qooper's early life were remarka-
bly suited to confirm the natural hardihood snd manli-
nera of his churacter, snd to call forth and acercise that
extraordinary power of observatiom which sccumulatad
the materiais afterwards wiclded and shaped by his g
nius, Hls futher, while an inbabitant of Burlington, in
New Jersey, on the plensant banks of the Delawnre, was
the owner of large possessions on the borders of the
Utsego lake, in our own Btste; and here, in the nawly
cleared flelds, be built, in 1786, the first houss in
Cooperstown, To this home Cooper, who was born in
Burliogton, in the year 1780, waa conveyed In his infancy,
aud here, as ke informs us in his preface to the * Pio-
neors,”’ bis first fmprereions of the external world were
obtained. Here he passed his childhood, with the veat
forest aroond him, stretobiog up the mountains that
everlook the lnke, and fur beyond, In aregion whers the
Indisn yet roamed, and the white hunter, half Indian a
bia dress and mode of life, sought his game- s region in
which the bear snd the wolf were yet hunted, and Lhe
pacther, more formidable than sither, lurked in tha
thicketr, and tales of wanderings in the wilderness, and
encounters with thess fierce animals iled the length
of the winter mights. Of this place, Cooper, although
tarly removed from it to purene his studies, was an ooca
sional reeident throughtut his life, and here his last
years were wholly possed,

At the sge of thirteen he was sent to Yale College,
where, notwithstanding his extrsme youth—for, with
the exception of the poet, Hillhouse, he was the youngest
in his cluss, jund Hillhouss was afterwards withdrawn—

& work written with such grave, perymasive aloguenoe,
ibat itbﬂu&;luul to our litersture as to our juris-
ar works

P ous Amerioan

there were, now less read.  Paul Allen's poem of “Noah"
was just Iaid on the sounters of the bookssllers. Arden
S:b-ldnl @t Lhe sine time, in this elty, s translation of

id's “Tristin, "' | hercio verse, in w. the complainta
of the ¢fleminate . man poet were rendered with great
fidelity to the 1 sinul, snd sometlmes not without
besuty. If1mey  peak of myself, it was in that year
that I timidly sucrusted to the winds and waves of pubd-
o opinion & kmull eargo of my own—a poem, entitled
“The Ages," and half s dogen liﬁl'&ll' omes, in & thin duo-
declmo volume. printed at Cambridge,

We bad, st the rume time, works of t literature,
fresh from the preee of Gireat Britain, which are still
read and admwired. Barcy Cornwall, then a young suitor
for famme, publisked io the same year, his * Marols Colon-
©ay'’ Byrem, in the full streogth and fertility of his
gen'os, gave the resders of Eoglish his tragedy of
“ Marino Faliero, ' sud wes {n the midst of his spirited
contrevery with Bowles conoerning the postry of Pope.
The * Epy "’ bad to sustaln & comparinon with Boott's
© Antiquery,” putlisted simultsosously with it and
with Lockburts ' Valeilus,’ which seoma to me one
of the moet remarkable worka of fction ever composed.

Ie 1523, and in Lio thirty-fourth year, Cooper brought
outb bis novel of the * Pionecrs,” the poene of which was
laid on the borders of bis own beautiful lake. In & re-
oent i Lrvey of Mr Cocper's works, by one of his ad-
mirers. it In intimated that the reputstion of this work
wey bave beem in pome degree faotitions. mot
-thitk ro; T eaunot see hiow puch mwork oo
coming, pocner oF Inter, a favoiite, 1t was s
after its fret appesrance that I read the * i
and I read it with a delighted astonishment Here,
eald I to myself, i the poet of rural lifs In this
ocuntry—cur Ierod, cur Theooritus, except that he
writes without Lhe restraint of numbers, and is & greater
poet than they. Inthe ' Pionerrs,’! us in & moving pio-
ture, are made Lo pars before us the hardy cecupations

A t i

ara

be- |

-?x‘nmwﬂw the alightest regazd to European
udiesa.
"lln 1849, he brought out the novel entitled the “Wept
of Wisb-ton Wish, ' ens of the faw of his works which
we now rarely hear mentio He was sngaged in tha
ccmiperition of s third nautical tale, which he afterwards
published under the rame of the “Water-Witeh,” when
the memorable revolution of the three days of July
bicke out. He raw s government, ruling bylfsar and in
deflanes of publie opinion, overtbhrown in a faw hours,
with little bicodshed ; he saw the Frenoh natlon far feom
belrg Imtoxicated with their new liberty mf,:tl: il
dresrirg themeelves to thae di lon of the | lons
vrder whish they were to live. A work whioh Uooper ni-
terwards published (his “Reafdence in Burcpa''), gives the
cutlioe of @ p'an of government for France, furnished by
him at that time to Lafayette, with whom be was thea on
Enbite of oloee and y jutimacy. [t was his idea to
ive permanence tothe new crdsr of things, by sssooiat-
vg two strong parties in ita sapport—ihe riende of
lrgitimaey and the republicans,
Henry V oeheuld be ealled to the hereditary theone of
France—a youth yet to be educnted nn the head of a (ree
ypeople—-that the peersge should be abolished, nod u Legis-
Inture of two chambera eatablinhead, with n oonstitusney
of ot least n million and & hull of electors-—the Senats to
be ebomen by the genersl vote, nd the reprepentatives of
the entire nation, and the membecs of the other house
choren by disteiets, us the representutives of the luaal
foterests, To the middle ground of politien, ro oatenin
tiously cocopied by Louis Philippe at the beginniog of
bin reign, he predicted a brief daration, balisving that it
would epeedily be merged in despotism, or supplinted by
the Enpulu rule. Hin prophecy hua been fultiled mors
amply then Le could bave ymsgined—1{uifliled o both its
altervativea
In one of the controversies of that time, Cooper hore a
distinguished part. The fioeue Hidtanigue s periodionl
ublished In Paria boldly afirmed the governmeat of the
tlntrd Htates to be one of the wost expeusive in ths
world, and its people smong the most beavily taxod of
kird

and rpirited amusements of & prosp Jin
fertile regivp, enoompaseed for leagues areund with the

imeval wiiderness of woods; the seasons in their dif-
erent nepecte, briogh ¢ with them their dfferent em-
ployments ; fcresta fullipg befere the axe ; the cheerful
populaticn, with the (irst mild day of spring, engaged

This grserticn wia nuprzrtm] with a certain
rhow of proof, and the writer alfected to have astib'ishad
the concinsion that a republis ruust nacessariiy be mors
expennive than a monarchy. The partissus of ihe
oourt wore delighted with the resronlog of the artisle,
snd olaimed & teiumph over our aoslent friend Lafageite,

n
the sugar orchards; the chuse of the dear through the
deep woods, and into the lake ; turkey shootings, during
the Christmas holidays, in which the Indlan marksman
vied for the prise of shill with the white man; awif
eleigh rides under the hrl!hz winter sun, and perilon

ters with wild ani in the forests—thess, an i
other roenes of rural life, drawn, as Cooper knew how t
druw them, In the bright sod healthful colering of whieh
Le was master, gre interwoven with a regular narrative
of buman fortunes. not unskilfuliy oonstructed; and how
cculd ruch s work be otherwise tuan popular ?

Imthe " Ploneers,’’ Leatherstozking is fieat introdaoe |
=—a philosopber of the woods, Iguorant of books, bu:
inatructed in all that nature, withuut the aid of sclence,
could reveal to the man of quick senses and inqguiring
intelleat, whore life has bren parecd under the open
eky,and In companionship with » race whose animal
perceptions are the acutest and moat cultivated of which
there is any example. But Lestherstocking haa higher
qualitier; in him there!s a geninl blending of the gentlest
virtnes of the ofvilized man with the better naturs of the
aberiginal tribes; all that in them ls nobls, genarous, and
ideal, je aéopted into his own kindly character, amd all
that is evil is rejected. But why should I attempt to
spalyse & charncter o familiar ! atheratccking i se-
knowledged, on wll hands, to be ome of the moblest as

rome of hia subsequent novels, Uooper—for he had not
yeo attaived to the full maturliy of his Fnun-—hnl;nt-
tmed aud ennotled his Aret conorption of the charsoter,
but in the “Fioneers” it dakiled the world with the
splendor of novelty

His next work wae the  Pilot! in whioch he showed
how, from the vicissitudes of & life st soa, ita perils and
ercupen, fiom (he beauty and terrors of the grest deep,
frem the workipg of & versel on a long voyage, and from
the frank, brave, and geoercua, but peculiar eharacter
of the peaman, may be drawn materials of romance by
which the mindscf men msy be aa deeply moved as by
spything in the power of romance to prerent. In this
walk, Cooper baa had many disciples, but no rival, All
wLo buve pince written romances of the sen have beea
but travellexe in o country of which he was the great
dizcover, and none of them all seem to have loved a
bip &8 Cooper loved it, or have been uble so strangly to
interest all clacses of seadera in its fortunes. Among
other drawn with great strergth in the

his progress in his studies is esid te Bave been h bl
to his talents. He left the college, after a yesidence of
three years, and became a midsbipman in the United
Etates navy Bix years he followed the ses, and thers
yot wanders, smopg those who are fond of literary asnec-
dote, u story of the young sailor who, in the stresis of
one of the Eoglieh porte, atiracted the curiosity of the
crowd by explaining to his cormpanione a latin motto in
some publie place., That durimg this period he made
bimeelf master of the knowledge and the imagery which
be afterwards employed to s0 muoch advantsge in his ro-
mances of sen, the finest ever written, s & common
and vbvious remark; but it has not been, 20 far as I know,
obeerved that from the dircipline of & reaman’s life he
may have derived much of his rendiness and fertility of
invention, much of his ekill in surrounding the person-
lgu ¢f his movels with imaginary perils, and reseuning
them by prebable expedients.  Of purruits, the lifs
f a sallor is thet which familiarizes men to denger io its
most fearful thapes, most cuitivates presemce of mind
apd meet effectually calls forth the resources of & prompt
apd feariers dexterity ¥y which imminent evil Iaavoided.
In 1811, Cooper, havivg repigned his post sa midship-
man, began the year by marrying Mise Delaveey, sister
of the present Bishep of the diccess of Westsrn New
York, and entered upon & domestic Jife happily possed
to it clise. He went to live at Mamarooeck, in the
county of Westohester, and while here, be wrote sud

Uencernirg the cconsicn of writing this work it is ri-
lated. that unce as be wae resdiog an Eoglish novel to
Mrs. Cooper—who bas, witbin & shors time past, by n
laid in the grave buh}e her jlustrious husband an! o

whim we may now ray that her goodness was naisss
eminent than his genius—he suddsnly laid dowa tie
book, and raid, “I believe I could write & bettar myeell
Almost immediately be compored nchapier of & pro-
Jjected work of Botion, and rend it to the same friendly
Judge, who encoursged Lim to daish it, and when i w.s
ccmpieted. puggested its publication  Of this he has,
at the time, no intention; but he was at lengih indueed
to eubmit the manusoript to the examioation of the late
Cliarles Wiikes, of this city, in whoss literary opinions
be bad preat confldence. Mr. Wilkes advised that it
should be published ; and to these circumstances we
ewe it that Ucoper beeame an suthor.

I confess I have werely olpped foto this work. The
experiment wes made with the fiest edicion, deformad by &
strarge punctuation—n prefusion of commas, and other
puauser, which puzzied and repailed ms, Ite suthor misy
years afterwarde, revised and re-published it, oncrecting
this fault, and some faulta of style also, so that toa
casual lmﬁpvetion, it appeared almost another work. It
waa 8 profesred delineation of Eoglish manners, though
the puthor had then seen nothiog of Eoglish soiety. It
bad, however, the honor of belng sdopted by the count:
whoee manners it deseribed, and being wazly re-publishe
in Great Pritain, passed from the first for an English
novel, 1am pot unwilling to belicve what is said of it,
that it centained Pramm of the powers woich its
suthor afterwarde put forth,

TLirty yeara sgo, in the year 1821, and in ths thicty-
eecond of his iife, Jooper publirhed the first of the works
by which he will be kuown mkrnwmltr—the i !lgy "It
took the readiog world by & kind of surprise; its merit
wan nckoowledged by & rapid eale; the pubiic read with
eagerness, and the critios dered. Many withheid
their eommendsticns on ncooant of defects in the plot, or
blemithen in the comporition, uinh? from want of pras-
tice, and some waited till they eould hear the judgmect
of Farcp-un resders. Yet there were not wanting crit-
ies in this country, of whose good opinion sny suthor in
any part of the world might be proud, who agnkc of itin
the terma it deserved. “Are you not drlighted,”" wrote
& literary friend to me, who han eisce risea to high dis-

not delighted with the “Bpy'’ as & work of Infinite spirit
and genius!’?
ofthe hold which the work had taken on the minde

What it had of excellemcs way r
and unborrowed; its plotures of life, whether in
reposs or aotivity, were drawn, with broad lights
snd shadows, immedistely from living originals

deperibed waa true ; it wus made o renllt{ to him by the
strength with whichhe covoeived it. His pewer in ths
delinention of cbaracter was shown in the principsl
:um usge of bis story, Havey Birch, on whom, thouga

# has chiosen to employ him inm the ignsble cffize of &
rpy. erd endowed bim with the qualities necessary to his

profeseion—extreme elrcum!pwl.luﬁ. fertility In stra-
tagem, and the st of concealivg real eharacter -
qusiitien which, In oonj ion with selfish and
gieediness, moke the I, he bhas bestowed the

virtues of genercelty, mesgranio ity, snd an jatense love
of countiy, s tidedl y not to be coriupted, sud disioter-
ertedness beyond temptation. Qut of this combiuation
of quolities, b bus wronght a cheraster which 1s » faror-
ite i wll paticus ny d with all el<#ses of mankind,

Lids reld that if you cast & petdle isto the coesn, st
the mout® of cur hatbor, the vibrsilon made In the wa-
tor pasees gradually on till it etrikes the loy bardiers of
ihe deep nl the soulh pole. The spread of Cooper's
rerytation l= pot confined within oarrower limits. The
“Epy is rend loall the writter dislrote of Europs, and
In some of thoss of Asie,  The French, immediately after
Ite first sppearunce, gave it to the multituded who read
thelr tar dilfured larguage, aud placed It awong the frst
worke of Itz oleem, IL was rendered into Castilinn and

seed Iobo (he hauds of thise who dwell wnder (s
Ef.m of ihs Foathers Crosa. Atlepgth it passed the
enrlern frentier of Butope; and he latest revord I have
serm of 1E progress towezdh aoeclute auiversality, is aon.
ta'med in m ptatement of the “lonternational Magaciae"
derived. I prasume from ite nuthor, tist In 1547 it was
publirhed in a Peislan trenalstion, at Tspahan  Usfoce
this time I denbt not, they sre readliog it in some of the
Inrguages of ilindostan: and if the Ubiness sver trans.
Inted woything. it would be in the hLands of thegnuny
willions who iphsbit the far Cathay,

1 have spoken of the hesitation which American oritis
bave felt In admitting the merits of the “dpy,"’ on w
ocunt of erudities in the plat or the composiilon, soma
of which no doubt really existed. An excepticn aust
be made in favor of the * Post Follo,' whish, in a notice
writiem by Mre. Lule gave the work a oordial, theugh [
canvot onll it an enthusiestio, weloome, and Joopsr, ws |
i infored, pever forgot thils ot of tmaly aud ready
hindnees,

It wae, perhapa, favorable to the immediate succesw
of the “Bpy," thst Cooper had few Amugieun sathurs to
divide with Him the pubiie sitentlon. Thet azowd of
olever wen apd women who now write for the moags.
wimes, who tend out volumes of eways, skotohes sod
poese, wnd who supply the presa with novels, hiogre
phlen mwd bistorieal worka were thea, for the wo st
pact, sither stmmmering their lessons in the scho s,
or yet uubom  Yet it Is werihy of nole, that just
pbout the time that the “Hpy’ mads ity appearacce, tue
dawo of what we now call our literature was just
breahiog,  Whe covcluding numbers of Data's “Lille
Mag,' s work negleoted at dest, but now numbering
weier g the best things of she Kind is out lnngoags, woce
frrued tn the pame mosth, ‘The “Bketeh Book'* was then
just ermpleted; the world was admiriog 16, sad its au.
thar wos modimting bla “Brasebridge fiall Mins 81y

wick, about the rawe time mads ber Arat etsay in that
pharming sevien of novels of domestio life In New Eag
lund, which have galued bor no h1.[hll reputation. Per.
cival, mos unbapplly mlent, bac jost pot to press a
voluse of poems, 1 have s oopy of am editios of Halieck's
“Finuy,” published la the rame yoar; the posm of ~Ya
woseen, ' by MBasmtburo sod sands, appeared slmost
tho b teretumy with b, Lavingaton @as pacting the fnlah.
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published the first of his povels, entitled “Precaution ' |

“Filot,”” In the genersl rlwr! , Tom Uoflin, the
thorough seaman, with sll the virtnes, and ons or two
of the infirmities, ¢f bis profession, rupscatitions, as
seamen ale spt In Le, yet whose superstitions steine
us 88 but an irregular growtn of his devout resog-
nlilon of the Power who holds the ocean Im the
below of his band: true hesrted, gentle, full of
resources, collected in daeger, nnd at last calmly per-
Jebirg at the post of duty, with the vessel he haslong
gulded, by what I may call & great and magnanimous
centh, His rougher and ooarser companion, Boltropa, is
druwn with scarcely lees ekill, end with a no lesa vigorous

bazd.
The “Tioneers' Is not Cooper's best tale of the Amerl-
can forest. nor the “Pllot."” parhape, In all respects, bis

1

best tale of the sea; yet, if ba bad censed to write here,

tae measure of his fame would, possibly, have been

tearcely lessnmuple than It mow i», Neither of them in

fur below the best of kia ;ruduulio and in them sp-

pear the two most remarkable creations of his imagl-

:ll.'lon-tw of the most rematkable charsoters in all
otiom,

It was mbout this time that my acquaintanee with
Ccoper began, 4n scqusintance of more than a (uarter
of & ctntery, in which his deportment towards me
wap thet of unvaried kindoess He then resided s
oot iiernble puit of the year ta this city, and here he
hed fousded @ weekly club, to whish many of the
nost dietingniehed men of the pluce belooged. OF
ihe members who Fave sices pussed nway, wero Uhansel-
ler Eent. the jusist; Wilay, she intelligent avd iberal
tockeeller; ihury D Eedgwick alsays sotive in sohemnes
cf herevoience, Jarvie, the painter, s man of infinite
Lumor, whege jacta wwoke ineatingulshable Isughter;
De Ky, the eatusalist; Fands, the poet, Jacob farvey,
whoes pemeory e cherished by any frlends.  Of thons
who woe yet livivg wos Moree, the nrepter of the elsotris
telegraph; Durend. then cueof the ficet of engravers,
snd vow o leze fllasriogs ae & pajuter; Heary James
Apderpon, whoee cogquisements might waken the envy
of the iijent schelaze of the old world; Halleek,the post
and wit; Verolanck, who Les given the world the be t
edition of Shkejesre for genernl readers; Dr, King,
Lew st the hend of Columbia College, and his two imme-
dinte predecesscrn in that tfiice. 1 might emlarge the
list with mauvy other pames of no less distinetion The
army and navy eontriboted thele proportion of members,
whote pumes are on record in our national histery. Con-
per, when in town, was always preeent, and I remamber
Leing etruck with the Inexhauatible vivaocity of his
couversation, and the minuteness of his knowledge, ia
everything which deperded upon soutenessof obsarva-
tion aud exactness of recollestlon. I remsmber, too,
being romewnat startled, coming fresh ma I did from the
seelusicn of & country life, with & certain emphatis
fraukness in bis manner, which howaver, 1 eame &’ last
to like ard admire. The club met in the hotel called
Washington Hall the eita of which is now osenpied by
part of the oircuit of Btewart's marbable building.

* Lionel Limcoln,'' which caxnot be ranked among tha
suocesrful productions of Cooper, was published in 1523,
and In the year fullowing appesrsd the © Last of the Mo-
hicans," whish more than recovared the grouund lost by
its predecessor. Im this work, the constructiom of the
parrative hassignal defects, but it is one of the triumphs
©f the author's genius that he makes us unconscious of
them while we read. It isonly when we hayve had time
to awake from the intenre interest in which he has held
TR by the vivid reality of his oarrative, and have bsgan
to peasrch for fauits in eold blood, that we are able to
find them. In the * Last of the Mohicans'” we huves
hnll,nler poﬂ‘mtuxa of Leathearstocking than ia the
“ Pirneers.’

tinotion ss a writer—both in verss and proegs—-“ are you |
In that word genius, lny the explanstion |

|

nature ur in his own Imsgiostion, To him. whatevar he | mow

This work was &u‘hl‘i:hﬂl ln 1820 and in the same year
Cooper aalled with his family fur Burope, Ha laft New
York as one the vessals of war, {escribed in his romunoss
of the ren, woes out of port, smidst the thandes of & part-
Ing rulute from the higlp,nu on the batteriea A dinner
war given bim just before his departure, attended by
most of the distiogulshed men of the clty, at whish Puter
A. Juy presided. and Dr. Kiog sddressed him In terms
which seme tben thought too glowlng, bat which would
reem fufliciently temperats, expressing the good
withea of hie frlends, and dwelling on the satlsfastion
they promised themeslves in possesdng sc lllnstrions
repretenintive of Americun litersturs in the old world,
Cooper wus roaroely in Frunen when he bered

well a2 most etrikicg and origloal creations of fletion, In |

who, during forty years, had not ceased o hold up the
government of the United Btates as the cheapsat in the
world At the suggestlon of Lafayette, Cooper replind to
this attsck upon his country, 1 o lstter, waloh Wes toans
ated into French, pnd I'.npe!iwr with another fiom o
ral Bertrand, for many yenrs a resldent in Amurics, was
Isid before the people of Fravee,

These two letters provoked a shower of rejninders, in
which according to Qooper, misstatements were min-
gled with sourrility. e commenced a rerles of lotlors
on the questicn in dispute. which were published in the
National, & dally sheet, and gave the first evidence of
that exiracrdioary acuteness ie controversy, which was
1o lers characteristle of his mind thau the vigor of his
imagination. The enemies of Lifayatte pressed into
beir serviee Mr. Leavitt Harrle, of New Jureey, afier
wards our Charge d'Affsires st the Qourt of Fruuss, bat
Cooper replied to Mr Harrin tn the Nifional o1 May
2. 1562 clorlpg a dirousrion in whish he had eilestus iy
sllenced those who objected to our imatitutions on the
toore of eoomomy, Of these letters, which would form
an im]iomm: ohapter In policical maiense, no eutirs

ccpy, 1 have been told. Is to be fourd In this sountry,

Uneof the cousequences of earnest controversy is
almoet invariably persounl lLwill  Cooper wis tolld Ly
one who held an official station under the Freach go-
verment, that the part he had talten iu this dispute oon
oeruipg toxation, would neither be forgotten nor for-
given, Tho dinlilie he bad fvourred o thet (usrter was
strengthened by his novel of the “Brave.” published inths
yeur 1881, while he waa in the midst of his gnarrel wiih
the srietoorstic party. In that work, of whish he has
bimeelt justly eaid that it waa theroughly Amerieanin
all that kelonged to it hin olject was to show how in
etitutions, professedly oreated to prevemt violence and
wrorg. bectme, when perverted from their natural des-
tipation, the ipstrumentz of injustios, and how, in syery
n{lltem which malkes power the exclusive property of
the strong. the weak ure sure to he oppressed. The
work is written with all the vigor aod spicit of his
bert povels; the “magnificent eity of Venmice, In
which the ecene of the story s laid, atands
continually before the imegination, and from time
to time the gorgeous ceremonies of the Venetian
republic pass under cur eyes, such s Lhe marriage of the
Dege with the Adriatic, and the contest of the goad:las
for the prige of speed. The Bravo himiself, and soveral
of the other charaoters are sirongly coneeived and dis
tirguished, but the most remarkable of them all is the
eplirited and genercus hearted daughter of the jail er,

It has been sald by some criticn, who jadge of Conpsr
l{ Lis fuilures, that ke had no rkill in drawing female
characters Iy the same process, it might, [ suppore, ba
shown that Rupbasl was but sn ordinary paioter. 1t
must be sdmitted that when Cooper drew a lady of high
breeding, e was apt to pay too much attention to the
formal purt of her charaster, and to make her a mere
bundie of cold propriets But when he places hiahero
ines In some pituation in life which leaves him notbing to
do but to make them patural and true [ know of nothing
finer, nothicg more attractive or more individual , then

the portraltures Lie has given us.

Figaro, the wittiest of the French periodicals, and
at that thoe on the liberal side, commended ths * Bra
vo;” the journals ov the side of the governmest cen
sured it. Figaro afterwards pasred inte the hands of
the aristocratic party, and Cosper bename the objset of
its attacks. He was not, however, & man to be driven
from apy purpose whish he had formed, elthesr by flat
tery or abuse; und both wers tried with equal ill sae
cers  Ip 1832 he publiched his “Heldenmsuer.” and in
1650 his “Ueadsman ofBerne,’ both with a political de
pign ¢imilar to that of the “ Bravo,” though meither of
them tukes the rame bigh rank among his works.

In 1858 siter m reaidence of reven years in differen:
parts of Europe, bet mostly in Franece, Cooper returaed
to his pative country, The welcome which he met on his
return was somewhat chilled by the effiot of the attacks
mude upen him in France, and remembering with wha:
seal. snd at what sacrifice of the unive saceplanoce
which bis worke would otherwise buve met, he had main-
tuined the cuure of bis country against the wits and
oruters of the court party in France, we cannot wonder
that he thould have fvlt this coldness as undessrvad
He published rhortly after his arrival in this country
“A Letter to his Countrymen.” in which he complalasd
of the censure cast nrnn him in ths American newrpn-
pers, gave a history of the part ke had taken in exposing
the mie: batemente of the Kivue I itanaique, and warned
his cougtrymen against the too cmmon error of reanct-
irg. with & blind deference, to foreign suthorities often
rwayed by nutienal or politieal prejudices, fer our opin-
irmn of Amerienn authors  Golrg Leyond this topie, he
examined and reprekended the habit of applyiog to the
irterpretation of our own ccnrtitation maxims derived
frem the practice of other governments, particularly
that of Great Hritain. The Importancs of construing
that instrument by its own piinciples, he illustrated by
sonidering revernl points in dispute between the parties
ofthe day, on which Mf‘“. very decld 4 oplnions,

The principal effect of this pamphilst, aa it seemed to
me, wap to awalen in certain qustters, a kind of resent-
ment that & puceessful writer of fiction should presume
to glve learcns In polities, I meddle not hers with the
eccnciurions to which be arrived, though I must be al-
lowed to say that they were stated and srgusd with great
ability. In 1835, Cooper publinhed “ The Monnikins," s
eatizical work partly with a political alm ; sod io the
same year appeared his “ Amarican Demoorat,' aview of
the civil and sccinl relationsjof the United Biates disear-
sing more gravely various topics touehed upon in the
former work, and pointing out In what respects he
deemed the American people in their practice to have fal-
len skort of the excellence of their fastitutions,

He found time, however, for a more genial task, that of
fmng to the world his chaarvations on foreign counteies,

n 1836, apprared his' Bketches of Bwitzerland,” & socies
of letters in four volumes the second part published abont
two monthe after tho first, a deligetiul work, written in s
more Auent and flexible style than L's “Notioas of the
Amerlcans.’’ The Gt part of “ Gleaniegs in Burops,”
giving an socount of his residerce in France, followed in
the rame year and the seoond part of the same work,
contalning his cbeervations on Epglend, was poblished in
Aprll, 1837, In these works, formiog e series of elght
volumes, he relates and deseribes with muen of the same
distinctoess ne lu his novels, and hls remacks on the man.
pors and inetitutioms of the d!fferent countries, often
eagusious and alwaye peouliarly his own, derive, from
their frequent refersmce to contemporary events, an
bistorical interest

In 18:8appenred  Homeward Beund,’ and ¢ Home as
Found,” two eatirieal novels, In whioh Cooper held up to

friends of the weekly club, and sent frequent misaives to
be read at ite meetinge; but the club misend its founder,
went into a deciive, and ot long afterwards quistly

u‘plml.

he first of Cooper’s movels published after leaving
Americs, wes  The Prairle whieh appesred early in
1827, » work, with the sdmirers of which [ wholly
sgiee, 1 read it with & certnin awe, an undefined
eente of sublimity, such s one experlences on entering,
for the first time, opon thoss immense grassy deserts
frem which the work takes is name. The ajuattor wnd
his family—tbat brawny ¢ld man anq his Largn limhed
rons—1iving in » gert of rrimitive ard pateiarohisl bae.
batiem, eloggish o G:8iaary occasions, bub tersibla
wien reueed, like the hurrleans thab swaeps the grand
Lut minotonous wilder neas in which they dwall —serm &
vatursl growth of those snolant flelds of the West.
Leathorstooking. o huster in ' 'he Plonesra,” & warrioe
in ' The Lust of the Mehiesns,'' a nd now o his extrsms
cld age n trnp!pu' on the pririe, denlined in strength, but
undecazed In intellret, aad looking to the neas close of
hie lfe, snd & grave under the lopg graes ns calaly ot
the Ishorer at sunset looksto his eventng slombar, i no
leza in harmony with the sllent desert in which Ls wan

dery  Equnlly ro sre the Indians, still his companiong
copies of the Ameriean savage somewhat idealized, bu:
uot the less & purt of the wild nsture ia which they

| Bawe their haunta

Eefore the {au closed, Cooper bad given the world na.
other nnutieal tale. tha © Red Rover,” whioh, with many,
i o greater favorita than the © Pilot,” aud with reason,
perhapa If we consider principally the incidents, which
are o1 ducted srd deseribed with & greater mastery over
the springs of pity and terror.

1t beppened to Cooper, whils he way abroad, me it not
vnireguently happens to onr ceuntrymem, to hear the
United Eiater diendventsgoously compared with Eorope,
I'e had himeelf been n elose cbsezver of thisgs both here
ard in the Old World, and was consolous of belng abis to
| refule the dotractors of nls gountry ln regard to wany
| pulnte. He published in 1523 after he had hsen two
| yesrs in Kutops, m pexien of letters entitled ¢ Notloos of
tibe Anerleane, By & Travelllng kachelor In which ha
| gave & favurable seaount of the wosking of oue institu-

tierr and vindieated bia ¢ouutry from varlous 8 ppant
and fll-nitured miarepreseniations of (irelgne tin
rather too measured in i yla, bat is written from o miad
| fulk of the mabjeet, and fiom & memary woideriully
| gtored with partienlars.  Although twenty-four yoiss
Eove elnpred sinee ite publisetion, bat liktls of the vindl
o4 lon han become obedletn,

Cooper loved B8 souantry, and waa proud of har hie.
tory and ber inetitutions ; hut it pusales many that he
| aheuld bave sppeared, st diilorent times, aa hor ouiogat
and ler srnror My friends, she is worthy hoth of
pralee and of blume, and Csopor was not the waa to
shirink from bestowing either, at what seamed to hlm
the proper time, He defended her from dotractors
ubrend—he scught to save har from flatterers at homs
1 will not say that he was in as good humer with his

wnntrﬁ:hoq he wrote "7 o a3 Found ' o 3
wrote " Notions of the .werionns ;' but . ol
n{, thst, whether he commended or censuced. . id
it In the sincerity of his heart, ms n trus Ame. .o,
and in the bellef it wonld do gosd.  File & Notions

of the Amaricans’’ were mors o'y

ridicule s cortaln clasa of condustors of the newspaper
press in America. There works had not the good fortune
to become popular. Oooper did mot, and. perhaps, ba.
euuee hin was too dc:{!y in earnert, would not, infuse into
hie eaticical works that gaisty. without which satire bo-
comes wearisome, I belleve, however, that If they had
been written by anybedy else, they would havs met wicth
more favor; but the world koew that Cooper was able to
give them romethirg better, nud would not be sailflad
with anyibiog short of his bess. Bome childiskly lmose

ned that beoause, in the twa worke I have just men.
iioned, & nows paper editor Is introduced. in whoee chnran-
ter al mont ever 3 poesible vies of hie profession le mads to
fird a place, Uorper intended am indlseriminate attack
upon the whols brdy of wiiters f{or the newspaper
press, forgeiting (hat suoh a portraiture wias & pa-
tire only ou tlhote to whom (b bore s likensss, We
bave become leem  pencliive and  more renconable
of Inte, sed the mcnthly periedicals make spors for
theirrenders of the foll esund ignorance of the aewspap.r
etitois without wwakenirg the elightest deavntent; but
Cooyper led the way fu thie rort of diselpins, and I re.
membee some fetuncer of towerlog Indlgnation at hie
sudscity expresasd in the j wnals of that time

The next Jear Cooper rande hia appearanes bafore tha
publio ins new departmont of writing  Iis caval his-
tory of the Unitea Stater was brovght out In two notavo
yvolumen at Philndelpnia, by Carey & Lea, o writlog
hie stories of the rea hiis atlention bad beenn much Luro-
ed tothkls sablest and hia miod filled with strikivg io-
eldents frow expeditions snd battles io which our suval
pemmaders bad been ezgaged. This mads his task the
Ughier; but he gathered Lia materisls with great lodus-
try and with a consolenticus atiention to exastoess, for
he was pot sman to take o faot for granted, or allow lm-
sgipution to usarp the place of inguiry + Ma digested
cur cavel soonis into m parvative, wiilien with spirit. it

| ietrue, but with that air of sloeers deailog whiol the

| imiphaltly,

0 lossem than to | Bev.
iresegee byg pepulasity in Eoeige inssmach @9 ey , e

reader willingly takes ns s pledge of 1% suthenticivy.
Anabridgment of the wotk wae afiewards prepased
atd published by the nuthir The Edinburgh Kecicw, ln
en arhicls professiog to examioe the atatetaents hoth of
Cooper's work sxd of the « Flitory of (e Boglish Navy,"
writlen by Mr Juwes & v ierloary surseon, mades & vio
lent sttack upon the American work
teeh Inmen's narrative an it rcle gnide, and £ lowed
ecper teplied In e Denoaa
Jauvary. 1810, uod by « mesterdy avalyale of
ments, conviciing Jamea of sel!l auntradiotion i
cvery pattionlar in whish he diflered fedam him
e beth Jumiee snd the peviewer. L. was o refuisg

which somitted of no rejoinder.

Boarce yilting In Gooper's 1ifs war s0 romiriable, ne
o kel gly illestrated his chareetor, oy by coatest with
the pewspajper pross, He ecgeged In It aller provoas
tige many and long endured, s prosscited 1t Lhrough
yensn, with great enmergy, perreveranes. mud prascost
dextesity, il he waa lel master of the Geld Tn what 1
win sbout to ray of ke, 1 hope I shall mot give offsnoe to
sny one, an 1 aball speak withount the siightest malsvo.

Jeniow towatde thoms with whom ha waged thiy sonies
vorsy., UOversome of them, as over =ome of ‘hele re.
now adversary. the grave has uow closed. Yot whese

aball fhe troth be spoken, I not beodde the geave?
have | ty ulluded t rinelpsl owasse whish
provoked (Lo i wepaper at p il wpar. I L hed
[ Hemh o1y olibee
Vb hlbie , alad wvivn cmsmsad b by dogegia

lln suggosted that |

Unfortunately, it |

| prees I have litile doubt that be would have besn

these attacks I t. h T ribe tham all, op
oven the groater part of them, to personal maliguity, One
Journal followed the examplo of nnother with little re.
Heetien. T think. (o most enses, till IE beoame & sort of
I'u:u-n not merely to deery Lis works, but to arraigo his
mot vy

Tiin pelnted thar, in 1822, whils he was In Parls, aoar-

Hitle war el wn hun In Americsn newspaper, purport-
tEto ke o orttlalsm on one of his works; but reflact.
Ing with wuch asperity on hin pearsonal chameter,
“hesre nothirg, he i raportod to have sald, © foe the
eritichm. ‘ut Inm wot lodiffieent to the slsnder, If
these attacke oo my ebaraoter should he kapt up fAve
yrurs ulter my return to Amerien, I shall resort to the
New York ooutte tor proteacion e guve the newe-
puper prese of this Etate the tull poriod of forbsaranos
on which e ad flxed bus finding that warance
fremod to enodurede nermuit, be sought edeses In the
conrtsof law.

When these litigatiops were firet hagan, T resoiieet it
pevmed to me that Corper had takes o step whioh would
give him & great denl of troutle, and effect bat little
good. 1 eaid tomymlf—

“alse! Laviathan 14 nod so Samed '

As he prooecded, however, 1 aaw that he had onders
stocd the matter better than [ He put & hook lato
the pore of this hege monster wullowing in his inky
pool snd kerputlering the puseara by ; he dragged him
to the Jaud and mede him tzectabls, One et follow-
od apother; one editor was poed 1 think, half » dosen
timen ; peme of them found themsolves under n pesond
ipdietemut Lefure tha first was tried. In vindiesting
himeelf Lo bis penders ngaiust Lon chwrge of publinhing
one Hbel, the arpgry joursallst oiten Houndesed imto
another. The ccouslons of there prosoputions sesm Eo
bave beens wlwage carelully considered, for Hoopar was
uni{orwly succertful In obtaining verdiots. Ina letter
| of Lip, written in Februavy, 15843, about Ave years, X
| thluk, from the eommencement of tha first prosesations,
he ruym, 1 Bave Lowten overy man [ have susd, who
bam nob retraoted hin Hibels

| In oue of thess ruils. commonsed ngainat the late
Willlum L Btone, of the ¢ ommercial Jdvertaer, and re=
ferred to the srbiteation of (hues diacinguished lawyers,
he wrgued. himeelf, the queation of the suthenticity of

bis mecount cf the Lattis of Lske Frie. which was the
matter in dispute, 1 listened to hin opening—Iit was
clenr, shillful wed parsuasive ; but his eloning argumsnt
was tald to be splesdidly eloguent, Y1 bave Beard
nothieg Nkeie," sald w bareister to me, Yslose the days
of Emmet "'

Ceoper behaved liberally towards his antagonists, so
fer as peouninry damages were goncernsd, though some
of them wholly erowped theic punyment by bankruptey.
After [ rellove, about iz yenra of htigation, tha news-
{:';ar procs gradunily subsided into w pacifie disposition

wardn it ndverrury, nnd the contest clossd with the
sccount of peouniury prolit and loss so far a8 he was
eoncerned, venrly balanced  U'he nocasion of these suits
waa far from honorable to thors who provoked tham, buw
the result was, Ibad almort sutd creditable to all pertess
to him as the conrngeius prosesuter to the administra-
tion of justine in this conntiy, nod to the doaility of the
newspoier proas, which he Lind diseipiined loto good man~-
ners

1t waa while he was in the midst of these ltigntions,
that he published, In 1840, tue Pathfinder.’  People
had begun to think of him se o controversaliet, acute,
keen, and persevering, cecupled with his personal wrongs
and rehemen of attuck pod deferos, They wore  startied
from this estimote of his chinrncier by the moral besnt
of that glorlous work—1 must o oall 1t; by the vivid!
ners and foree of ita delineations, by (ha unspolied love
uature, spparent in every page, acd by the fresh and
wurm emotions whichevery whoere gave lifs to ths narra-
tiveand the dialogus  Cooper was now in hin 8fey-first
yeor, but notbieg which he ied produced in the earlier
part of his literary life wus written with so much of what
might peem the generoun fervor of youth, or showed the
facully of invenlion in higher viger 1 recollect thak
nenr the time of iLs apprarance [ was informed of an ob-
servation made upon it by cne, bighly distinguished o
the liternture of our ocuntry nud of the age, betwesn
whom aud the sod the author an unhiappy ecolness had
for soEn years existed,  As he finjahed tﬂe rending of the
‘Pathtinder,"” he exolaimed, ‘They may say what they
willof Uooper; the man who wivte this book Is not only
& prest man, but & good men

The readers of the* Pathfinder' wora qulekly recon-
ailed to the fourth appearances of Loatheratockiog, when
they ruw bim mude to not a dif-rent part from any
which the suthor had hitherto sp igned him—whan thay
eaw him shown an a lover, avd placed tn the midst of as-
eoeiutions which invested hin charnater withn higher
apd more allvoting heroiem  In this work are two female
charaoters, portrayed In a musterly minner—the oorpo-
rai's dupghter, Mabel Dunham, genercus, resinte, g:t;
womanly wnd the young Ludisn womsn, called by her
trite the Dew of June, o personification of female trath,
aflection. nnd sympathy, with w atrong shorlginal oast,
yet » product of nature s bright and pure we tlat from
which ahe is nomed

“Mereeden of Castlles,” publiched near the elose of Lthe
enme year, haznone of the stromger characteristics of
Cooper's genfua but in the “Deetaluyer,” which appear-
ed in lﬁlf. another of his Laatherstocking tales, he gave
us & work rivaliog the P'a*lifinder. Loatherstocklog is
brought before us in Lis early youth in the first exeroise
of that keen eagreity which is blsnded po harmoniously
with a simple and ingennons gnodness, The two deogh-
ters of the retired fresbooter dwalling on the Otaego-
lake, inspire mearcely less Intecest than the prinsipald

erronage; Judith in the pride of her beauty and intel-
ect. her goo! Impulses contendiog witha fatal love of
admiration, holdivg us fasoioated with a coostant inter-
e1t in her fate, which, with eonrummate skiil. we ate
permitted rather to sopjecturs thun to koow; and Hetty,
tenrcely lees beautiful in person, wenk-minded, but wise
in the midst of that weakness, heyond tha wisdom tf the
loftiest intellsct, through the power of conseience and
religlon. The character of Hetty would have Leen &
hanard: us experiment In feebler handa, but in his it was
admirably ruceessful,

The “I'wo Admiruls ' amd “Wing.and- Wing"' were
given to the publie in 1842, both of them taking » high
rank among Cooper's sea talvs. The first of thess is a
rort of naval epic in prose; the f1'ght and oh we of armad
veerels hold us in breathless suspernse and the sea fights
are desoribed with & terrible power. To the later sea-
tales of Cooper, it seemn to me that the mastery with
which he mukes his grand proosasions of syents piss be-
fore the mind's age s even greater than in his sariler,
The mext year ho pablished the « Wyandotts, or Hutted
Krpoll,” one of his beautiful romauees of the woods, and
in 1844 two more of kia sen storiss. - Afloat and Ashore'®
apd “Milesa Wallingford ita sequel. The long series of
his pautical tales was olosed Ly Jack Tisr, or the Flo-
tide Reef.” published In 1¥49 when Cooper was in his
tixtieth year, snd it in an full of spirit, woergy, Inven-
tion, lite-1ike pregentation of ohjeata #nd eyenka—

The vislon and the faenlvy divine,
w8 Anything bie huad written,

Let me pause here Lo say, that Cooper, thodgh net o
manufssturer of verse, was, In ths highest senas of the
word, o poet ; his imsgination wes wrought nobly aad
|un3ll3, apd imposed ita creations om r.gn mind of ths
reader for remlition. With him thers was no withering,
or cecline, or disuse of the pretlc faculty ; na he gteppad
downward from the zenith of life, no shadow or ehill
came over It—it was like Lhe yenr of pome genlal oll-
mates, & perpetusl senson of verdurs, bloom and fruit-
fulness. As thees works came out, [ was rajoleed to
see that he was unepoiled Ly the sontroversies im
which he bad allowed himeeif to become engaged —that
they bad not given, to these betiar expresrions of bis
tm us, any tioge of misanthropy, or appearance of eon«

racting and closing sympatbies, any trace of an loter-
est in bls fellow.belogs lens large and (ree than 1o his
earller works,

Before Lhe appearance of his “JTask Tier)' Cooper
publithed in 1845 and the following year, a serfes of mo-
vels relatiog to the wnti rent iqueation, in whizh be took
great Intercst e thought that the disporition mani=
fested in certeln quarters, 10 make conoessions to what
be deemed a denisl of the righta of propsrty, waa o first
slep in & most dangerous path, To discourage this dis=
poeiudon, e wrote - Butanstoe,’ “ The Chaiobesrer, ' snd
“The Bedeking'' They are didactio ia their design, sad
want the freedom of inventlon which belongs to Cooper's
best movels; but if they bhad beasn written by anybody
but Cooper—by & member of Congeess, for example, or
an eminest politician of any class—they would have
made his reputation. It was said [ am told, by a distio-
guisbed jurist of our State. that they sntitled the nuthop
1o nn hlfh ® plnce in law us his otber works hed won for
bim in liternturs,

1 hed thought, in meditating the plam of this dis-
couree, tomextion il toe works of Mr. Uooper, but the
lepgth to which I bave found it extending, has indased
me L0 pass over several written in the last tem yoars of
hin life. and to ecnfne myself to thoss whigh best illas.
trate hie | terary character. The lust of his novels was
“Thke Ways of the Iour,” a work in whioh the ob-
jections be entertalned to the trial by jury io eivil
caures were ptated jo the form of n narestive,

It isn volumineus catalogue—that of Cooper's pub-
lished works—Dbut it comprives not all he wrote, He
e¢ommitted to the fire, wilhout remorss, many of the
fiuits of Lls literary fodustry. It was understood,
reme years pince, thnt he had & work resdy for the
press om the Middle Siates of the Unlom, principally
llustzative of their soclnl history; but it has not
cund smeng his manpeoripts, and the presumption s
hat be muit have destroyed ic. Great as was She
vumbers of bis worke, acd great as was the favor withe
which they were recleved, the pecuniary rewnrds of
L rucerer were fur lese than has bren generally supposed
~peurcely aa | om inform, & tenth part of what the com-
wiom roror mede them. His fams was iofinitsly the
argest ackuowiedgment which this most suce: al ot

Aperican suthore respived for hia lahors,

* The Wayn of the Hour' appsared in 1850 At this
thie his personul appanrance was remarkahle. He seemed
o perteet bonlth acd fu the highest enecgy and sotiv-
ity of bie faculties. I bLave tostosly seen wny manm aG
that pericd of 1fe on whom Lis years sat more Hight=
! Hirconverntion had lost woms of its lveliness,
though it sesried pomewbat wern guntle and forbear-
ing iu tone, and his rpirits noos of their elsstioity. He
was eorften plating Lave siace been told, snothen
|entherstocking tale, deaming thad bie had not yet axa
baweted the character, and thoss who eonnider whud
pow peronrces it ylolded Lim in the  Pathfader '’ and
the © Deerslnyer,’ will readily conolude that he was nok

which he was removed. was

mistaken
The dicears, howaver, hg
evem then lmpendieg over hiam, aul oot loog sfterwarda
bin friends Live were grieved to learn thet his health
wesdecllulng. He cmune to New York so changed that
tkey locke d at him with sorrow, and ailer s stay of some
weeke, partly for the bemefit of modionl ndvice, returned
to Corperstonn 1o leavs 1t no mare, His complalnt
ridually gained steeogth, subiued a constibution orie
pleally vobuct, and iy ’"{ prired fnto & comfirmed
gropey.  In Avguss # waa visited by his sxoel-

%, 1561,
lent und leerned friend Dt Francis, » member of the
wirkly clul whish he bad foorded lothe early pars of
bie Lterary earocr, Tle found Lim beatlog the suffex
lrge of hin disewso with manly firmuess, gave hing
ruek medienl ecunrels as the malsdy appeared to

| jofre, prepared him delleatolsy foe it fatal termile
n. aud retotosd £9 New Yook with the moek

| melax choly anticipations, Ia o fex days afterwards
| Lecper expired, amid the desp sfitiotion of his family, oo
tha 14th of o, Lember, the day e that oo whish ba

ebovld have completed his sixty »
| rpparently without pain. In pese
| fre relations of man to bis Mak

beleg 1or which the pre
cuplsd much of bis thoog
nnd Ne oroened, with & se: ore o mpositye, the mysterions
boundary which divides this life (rom the next

The departure of such & mao. in tae full steangth of his
fecultitn—on whot (e coantry had for thirty ysws
jov vl an ope o f the permasnant ornanents of it4 Hierde
tore. sed whiose nuwne had bevg s Wl eAsoninted willy

prsiee, Wil with conirovwary, With blsme, Sug

' -bu..- Boske .‘.n-b e & wmei e Al NTMM S

ad year, Ha died,
sud religiona bope.
and to thst siate of
praparation, had o9-
ng his whale lifeiime,

nt I hu




